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FIRE BASE - CON THIES

By Al Hemmingway, a Marine who served in Vietham
In my studies of the history of warfare, it always has amazed me how seemingly insigni"cant places take on tremendous strate
importance. The Alamo, Gettysburg and Bastogne are but a few that come to mind. The Vietham War was no exception: Chu Lai, Khe S
and Hue City were important battles during the#ich

There was one area just below the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) that was watched closely by the Allies dutigigtthg. Sadly, few except
the menwho served there rememberit. It was known as Con Thien.

Con Thien, loosely translated, medaglace of angels." But anyone who fought at Con Thien will tell you no angels resided there. Itwas a
mud-covered hill rising just 158 meters that anchored "Leatherneck Square"- consisting of Gio Linh, Dong Ha, Cam Lo and Con Thie
These four Marine combat bases kept a watchful eye on the North Viethamese Army (NVA) in and around the DMZ.

Colonel Richard B. Smith, commanding the 9th Marines, commented: "Con Thien was clearly visible from the 9th Marines HQ on the hi
ground at Dong Ha ten miles away, so good line-of-site communications were enjoyed. If the enemy occupied it, he would be looking do
ourthroats."

And the enemy wanted desperately to occupy it. The Marines were a thorn in their side. In the spring of 1967, they decided to drive
leathernecks from Con Thien.

In the pre-dawn hours of May 8, 1967, the communists struck with a vengeance at the base " Firttire in the war, the NVA used
#amethrowers as two enemy battalions breached the perimeter. Elements of the 1st Battalion, 4th Marines fought hand-to-hand to pus

enemy back. By dawn, the Marines had succeeded. The price, however, was high: 44 Marines KIAand another 110 wounded.
Cont!d. on Page 3
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VIETNAM WAR MIAIS

ACCOUNTED FOR

Marine Corps 1st Lt. Stanley Johnson, missing from the
Vietnam War, has now been accounted for.

OnDec. 3, 1965, Johnson was the co-pilot of an UH-34D helicopter
assigned to Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 364, Marine
Aircraft Group 36, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, tasked to insert Army
of the Republic of Viet Nam troops into South Vietnam. Johrison
aircraft, with three other Americans and nine Viethamese soldiers
onboard, was hit by enenfye. At 100 to 200 feet above the ground
with the entire cargo compartment#ames, the helicopter lost one

of its main rotor blades, and crashed approximately 30 kilometers
west of Tam Ky Town. Everyone onboard the aircraft was killed in
the crash.

Between 1993 and 2008, joint U.S./Socialist Republic of Vietnam
(S.R.V.) teams traveled to the area and conducted investigations
which resulted in multiple excavations at the incident crash site and
possible burial locations.

Lab analysis, in conjunction with the totality of circumstantial
evidence available, established Johrisoamains were included.

Interment services are pending.

Air Force Maj. Dean A. Klenda, of Marion, Kansas, will be
buried Sept. 17 in Pilsen, Kansas. On Sept. 17, 1965, Klenda was
assigned to the 67th Tactical Fighter Squadron as the pilot of an F-
105D Thunderchief that was attacking enemy targets in Son La
Province, Vietnam. During Klends mission, his aircraft was
struck by enemy re causing him to eject from the Thunderchief.
He failed to separate from his ejection seat before it impacted the
ground. Klenda was reported as missing in action; however, a
military review board later amended his status to dead, body not
recovered.

Between 1993 and 1999, multiple joint U.S./Socialist Republic of
Vietnam (S.R.V.) teams conducted investigations of the crash site.
The teams identied the site that was believed to be where
Klendds ejection seat impacted the ground. No remains were
recovered atthe time of the investigations.

On Nov. 10, 2011, another joint U.S./S.R.V. team re-investigated
the loss in Son La Province and interviewed a Viethamese national
who claimed that in 1996 he found remains at the site where the
ejection seat was believed to have impacted. The Viethamese man
told the team that he discarded the remains in an agricultetl

" ve kilometers away from the crash site.

From Nov. 4 to Nov. 29, 2014, a joint U.S./S.R.V. team excavated
the site where the Viethamese national claimed to have discarded
the remains. The recovery team located and recovered human
remains.

In the identi cation of Klenda, scientists from DPAA and the
Armed Forces DNA Identication Laboratory used circumstantial
evidence and dental comparisons, including isotopic analysis,
which matched his records.

The support from the government of Vietnam was vital to the
success ofthisrecovery.

Today there are 1,618 American servicemen and civilians that are
stillunaccounted for from the Vietnam War.



Contld. from Page 1

Having nearly been driven out of Con Thien, the Marines were VA RELEASES REPORT ON
ordered to conduct a series of operations to keep the NVA awa

from the all-important” rebase. A three-pronged strategy was NATIONIS I—ARG EST ANAI—YSI
planned. Operation Hickory commenced on 18 May with a huge

700 round 105mm and 155mm salvo hammering NVA OF VETERAN SUICI DE

forti" cations near the village of Phu An. Fighter aircraft let loose
750 and 1000-pound bombs and inundated the area with napalmmore than 55 Million Veterans! Records Reviewed From 1979

Elements of the 9th Marines and 26th Marines fought the enemy intg 2014 From Every State in the Nation
sharp' re" ghts near the DMZ.

Meanwhile, in an operation dubbed Lam Son 54, several battalions VASHINGTONS$The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) today
from the 1st Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) Division 'éléased its’"ndings from the natios most comprehensive
pushed towards the Ben Hai River while three ARVN airborne analysis of Veteran suicide rates in the United States in which VA
battalions moved in a westerly direction. The South Vietnamese&X@mined more than 55 million Veteramecords from 1979 to
encountered the 31st and 812th NVA Regiments the following day 2014 from every state in the nation. The effort advancetsVA

and killed 342 NVA, snaring 30 prisoners and seizing 51 weapons. knowledge from the previous report in 2012, which was primarily
limited to information on Veterans who used VHA health services

ConThien 1967 or from mortality records obtained directly from 20 states and

Beau Charger, however, did not begin well. Using the SLF (Special approximately 3 _m|II|on'records.. Compared to the data from the
Landing Force) offshore, the leathernecks were choppered into 012 report, which estimated the number of Veteran deaths by
hot LZ and had to alter their plans. Several M-48 tanks supportedsu'c'de to be 22 per day, the current analysis indicates that in 2014,
the infantrymen as they fought hand-to-hand to drive the NVA anaverage of 20 Veterans aday died from suicide.

from their positions. By month's end, 789 enemy were killed and

37 were captured along with an assortment of weapons. TheTHEREPORT CONCLUDES:

Marines suffered 142 KIA, and 896 wounded. ) ) .

. . ] ] Approximately 65 percent of all Veterans who died from suicide
In the meantime Hanoi decided to pound the outpost with mortarsin 2014 were 50 years of age or older.
and heavy artillery to keep the Marines off balance while they  \eterans accounted for 18 percent of all deaths from suicide
maneuvered their forces for another possible assault on Con Thiengmong U.S. adults. This is a decrease from 22 percentin 2010.
This cat-and-mouse game continued through 1967. The combat  sjnce 2001, U.S. adult civilian suicides increased 23 percent,
resembled the trench warfare of World War |. Because of the whjle \Veteran suicides increased 32 percent in the same time

incessant shelling, some men developed "shell shock”, relativelyperiod. After controlling for age and gender, this makes the risk of
ynheard of in Vietnam at that time. Marine battall_ons were rotated gyjicide 21 percentgreater for Veterans.

in and out regularly. It became known as one's "time in the barrel”  gjnce 2001, the rate of suicide among U.S. Veterans who use VA
when sent to Con Thien. It was also referred to as the "meatseryices increased by 8.8 percent, while the rate of suicide among
grinder” and the DMZ became the "Dead Marine Zone. Veterans who do not use VA services increased by 38.6 percent.

The worst, however, came on 2 July, 1967. In an operation dubbed In the same time period, the rate of suicide among male
Buffalo, companies A and B, 1st Battalion, 9th Marines swept an Veterans vyho use VA services increased 11 percent, while the rate
area north of Con Thien. As the infantrymen moved along Route Of suicide increased 35 percent among male Veterans who do not
561 in an area called the Marketplace, the NVA pounced like a use VAservices. ) o

horde of"re ants. Company B was cut to pieces. When a relief In the same time period, the rate of suicide among female

force" nally arrived, CO Captain Henry Radcliffe asked where the Veterans who use VA services increased 4.6 percent while the rate
remainder of the company was. of suicide increased 98 percent among female Veterans who do not

use VAservices.

"Sir, this is the company, or what's left of it," answered one staff

sergeant. HOMELESS VETERAN

Only 27 Marines escaped unscathed.

STATISTICS

Numerous other operatiofisially made the NVA pull back to the
DMZ. The close quarters combat, air and artillery strikes were :
taking their toll on them as well. Death showed no prejudice at ConApprox. 33% of homeless males in the U.S. are veterans.
Thien. Number of veterans as of Sept. 2009: approximately 23 million.

September 1967 was a particularly bad month. NVA gunners Veterans are more at risk of becoming homeless than non-
hammered the small base with more then 3,000 rounds. On 25y/eterans.
September alone, 1200 shells roared into the tiny area. Veterans are twice as likely as other Americans to become

PFC Jack Hartzel of Company E, 2nd Battalion, 9th Marines chronically homeless.
watched as a young Marine, both legs lost to artiltery, calmly Between 529,000 and 840,000 veterans are homeless at some time
puffed on acigargtte ashe vv_aited his MVAC. Men became numb toduring the year.
the death and pain surrounding them. On any given night, more than 300,000 veterans are living on the
When historians discuss the Vietham War, Con Thien is largely Streets orinsheltersinthe U.S.
overlooked. Most are unaware of the tremendous ‘seesimade  The number of homeless Vietnam-era veterans, male and female,
Ey tge é/OIf(n”g (;ngnf th?it' hadh to endﬁre_ the s?vag:ary. As tOhth_eis greater than the number of soldiers who died during the war.
undreds killed defending that small piece of real estate, their, , - .

o : ; eterans represent 11% of the adult civilian population, but 26% of

Spirits remain as testament o their bravery. the homeless population, according to the Homeless Research

They are the Angels of Con Thien. Institute.
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AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

by John Hussong

Presidential Unit Citations

Last year, Oregon

Navy Coast Guard Department of Veterds
Marine Corps oast uar Affairs Operations Director
Ed Van Dyke began

researching Esselstys

Army Air Force

Army and Air Force

The Presidential Unit Citation (PUC), originally calledeth service record and found that
Distinguished Unit Citation, is awarded to units of the United he was eligible for the Purple
States Armed Forces, and those of allied countries, for Heart and seven other
extraordinary heroismin action againstan armed enemy on or after medals, ribbons and badges.
7 December 1941. The unit must display such gallantry,

determination, and esprit de corps in accomplishing its mission On Thursday afternoon at
under extremely difcult and hazardous conditions so as to set it the Jonathan M. Wainwright
apart from and above other units participating in the same Memorial VA Medical
campaign. Center in Walla Walla, the

73-year-old veteratinally got his medals in front of a crowd of

The Air Force PUC was adopted from the Army Distinguished Unit about 75 gatheredin the Outpatient Center Atrium.

Citation in 1947 when the Air Force became a separate military Esselstyn sat in his wheelchair, wearing a black ball cap

branch. As with of[herArmy unit citations, the PUCisina larger emblazoned with the image of a helicopter and the date of the
frame than other rlb.bons, and is worn above the right pocket. All incident, August 27, 1965. His hat covered #fz, runway-shaped
members of the unit may wear the ribbon whether, or not they surface left behind after reconstructive surgery fothe place
personally participated in the acts for which the unit was cited. where the rotor sheared off part of his skull. He listened as Van
Only those assigned to the unit at the time of the action cited mayDyke said he"rst learned of Esselstis story from an East
wear the decoration as a permanent award. For both the Army and@regonian article ayear ago.
Air Force, the emblem is a solid blue ribbon enclosed in a gold
frame. %As | read the article chronicling Rémamazing story, | knew | had

to do whatever | could do to insure he received the honors and
In 1957, the Air Force re-designated the Distinguished Unit "écognitions he deservé/an Dyke said.
Citation as the Presidential Unit Citation. The Air Force PUC is the - _
same color and design as the Army PUC but slightly smaller, so thatvan Dyke collected a thickle on Ron from the Army archives and
it can be worn in alignment with other Air Force ribbons on the left S€Nt the evidence to the Secretary of the Army last March. Van

: ; Dykels request was forwarded on to the Army Awards and
pocket following personal awards. As with the Army, all members e o asions Branch which determined Esselstyn should receive
of areceiving unit may wear the decoration while assignedtoiit, but , only the Purple Heart, but a Good Conduct Medal, National

only those assigned to the unit at the time of the action cited maypefense Service Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal,
wear the decoration as a permanent award. The collective degregietnam Service Medal (with two stars), Republic of Vietnam
of valor (combat heroism) against an armed enemy by the unitCampaign Ribbon, Expert Badge and Marksman Badge.
nominated for the PUC is the same as that which would warrant the

award of the individual award of the Distinguished Service Cross, 9% hese are tokens he should have received many, many yea8s ago,
Air Force Cross or Navy Cross. Van Dyke said.

Navy and Marine Corp He walked over to Esselstyn and pinned the Purple Heart onto the
The Navy citation was established by Executive Order 9050 on 6Veterarts shirt. Esselstyn teared up.

February 1942. The Navy version has blue, yellow, and red

horizontal stripes, and is the only Navy ribbon having horizontal %was shocke&he said lateRbdidn!texpectall this&

stripes. To distinguish between the two versions of the Presidential

Unit Citation, the Navy versionis typically referred to as the "Navy Rorls wife, Sue, stood nearby, looking emotional. She more than
and Marine Corps Presidential Unit Citation," while the Army and anyone sees the dark moments caused by that long-ago injury.

Air Force refer to the decoration simply as the Presidential Unit About a decade ago, her husband lost his sense of balance and

Citation. These are only worn by persons who meet the criteria atd€veloped drop foot. He tumbled off his back porch and hit his

the time itis awarded to the unit. head on a patio. He tripped in the driveway, breaking his hip. He

had to give up running. He struggles with post-traumatic stress,
diabetes and concentration. He exhibits signs of bipolar disorder.
CoastGuard ) ) She doest know which conditions are the direct result of the head
United States Coast Guard units may be awarded either the Navy oihjury and which areh.

Coast Guard version of the PUC, depending on which service the

Coast Guard was supporting when the citation action wasToday, however, she felt only joy as she watched Ron receive long-

performed. overdue recognition.
Note: subsequent award of the PUC are designated by: %ilels overwhelmed with so much love and so many peéslee
Army & Air Force =hbronze oak leaf cluster said.
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Sunday - September 11th found Chapter 388 again in M|Ils k fo
annuaPsummer Sizzler BB& The menu consisted of burgers, brats a
hotdogs complimented by%east ful&of, member supplied, side dishe
Good Food, fellowship and good friends! Agreatevent.

While at Mills Park, Chapter members walked over to the Nevada S
Vietnam Veterans Memorial to spend a few moments in prayet
reftection, remembering the tragedy that struck our Nation 15 years ag
September 11, 2001 and the 2,977 Americans who lost their lives that fa

day.
..WE WILL NOTFORGET!







NATIONAL
VIETNAM
VETERANS

POW/MIA

RECOGNITION DAY

Observances of National POW/MIA Recognition Day are held
across the country on military installations, ships at sea, stateThe National Vietnam Veterans Foundation, a zero-rated charity
capitols, schools and veterans' facilities. Itis traditionally observed has closed its doors for good, according to one of the charity's
on the third Friday in September each year. This observance is on&Xecutives.

of six days throughout the year that Congress has mandated th@avid Kaufman, the charity's vice president, said the Veterans

#ying of the National League of Families' POW/Mifag. The Foundation "has severed all ties" to the organization's president,

others are Armed Forces Day, Memorial Day, Flag Day, Thomas Burch, who along with serving as president of the charity

Independence Day and Veterans Day. also has a full time job as a government lawyer with the Veterans
Affairs agency in Washington.

The #ag is to beffown at major military installations, national “Tom Burch has resigned from the Foundation and NVVF is
cemeteries, all post bées, VA medical facilities, the World War Il Shutting down completely. Allfundraising has ceased and the only
Memorial, Korean War Veterans Memorial, the Vietham Veterans thing being QOne IS the distribution E)f blankets, personal care kits
Memorial, the of cial of' ces of the secretaries of state, defense andrelateditems in the warehouse.
and veterans affairs, the director of the selective service system and he watchdog group - Charity Navigator gave the Foundation zero
the White House. out of four stars. According to its public tax returns, called 990s,
the Foundation took in $29 million over a four-year period but

) nearly all of it went to telemarketers and fundraisers. In one year,
A Pentagon ceremony featuring members of each branch ofihe charity also paid a parking garage bill of nearly $8,000.
military service is held annually on National POW/MIA

Recognition Day. This year it will be held Friday, Sept. 16, 2016. o one really cared about Vietnam veterans, is this an effective
’ ’ way of making a difference? | don't think so. | can't justify it. | can't

explainit&

FOUNDATION
CLOSES FOR GOOD

The VA, through a spokesman, said it had been unaware of Burch's
job as the president of the charity. In an email, VA spokesman
James Hutton said Burch was still employed as a staff attorney but
that an internal investigation, conducted by the agency s©6f
Inspector General, was still in progress.

ONLINE EXCHANGE SHOPPIN(
FOR VETERANS COMING SOC

The Department of Defense (DoD) Executive Resale Board
recently approved a recommendation that military exchanges
allow online shopping for 19 million honorably-discharged
veterans beginning in late 2017. The purpose on extending the
benét is twofold: First to reward veterans for their service with
product savings; and secondly to increase exchange revenues.
Military exchanges have experienced reduced sales due to sharp
drawdown in active-duty forces, base closures (partitylar
overseas), elimination of on-base tobacco discounts and lower
margins from cheaper gasoline.

Whether exchange products are sold in stores or online, the
military relies on the revenue to fund its morale, welfare and
recreational (MWR) activities. Since the implementatioh o
sequestration, mandated budget cuts required by the 2011 Budget
Control Act, DoD has been forced to use exchange revenue to pay
for projects typically covered by appropriations.

Military Update reports Deputy Defense Secretary Robert Work is
expected to give nal approval to the veteran online shopping
bené twithin 60 to 90 days. He will be urged to do so by the resale
board, which advises defense leaders about exchange operations,
and senior Pentagon manpowet cls who are' nally backing

the initiative after more than two years of study, internal debate and
some very detailed preparations. Military retirees, 100-percent
disabled veterans, and Medal of Honor recipients would still be the
only veterans allowed to shop in exchanges.
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MAN TO RIDE ACROS

T APl "l COUNTRY HORSEBAC
VVA-388/Adopt a Vet Dental ProgramVelunteer Case Manager TO S U P P O RT VI ET NA

Now that the summer is drawing to a close and vacations have bee

taken, our participating dentist have, again, geared up to accep VETE RAN S
AAVD quali" ed veterans as patients. It was just this morning that a
veteran had arrived at his initial dental appointment after being
contacted only yesterday and advised thas leen accepted due
tothe fact the dentist received my letter asking for consideration on
behalf of this veteran yesterday. As the veteran arrived expectin
only an exam, x-rays and the development of a treatment plan, h
was informed that the dentist was ready to commence work on hi
and he walked out at the conclusion of the appointment with 2 ne
crowns in addition to the expected exam. Additionally, letters were
sent, on behalf of veterans, to 6 more dentists with an expecte
response withinaweek. Itisamazing the willingness of each of the
Carson Arebs 29 participating dentists and their commitment to
the AAVD program. Unfortunately, even with this dedication, the
waiting time is approximately 1 year. | am currently in the process
of coordinating our Waiting List with the Reno Qfe, so that
duplication of efforts doedn occur. There are, today,
approximately 50 veterans on the waiting list.

Linda Haigh and the other 2 staff members are busily working at
getting settled in their new d€e. Some of the forms have to be ) ) o
changed and ndttation to all dentist has been made advising them Cliff Romberger, a Vietnam veteran suffered from a brain disease

of the new phone and fax numbers. AAVD exists due to the related to exposure from agent orange. His son - Colt, started
generosity of dentists who provide pro bono work, but there is thinking about ways to spread the word about agent orange related
often dental lab costs incurred for dentures, partials and crowns. Idiseases.

would be very remiss not to convey both my and Linda Hesgh

sincere appreciation to Chapter 388 for approving an additional Since both his father and himself had a love for horses, Colt would

monetary donation to this vital program! This generosity helps to rige across the country to support the veterans suffering from agent
cover these lab costs within the Carson Area The average Vetera‘arange. He brought the idea to his father.

receives an average of $8 to $10K worth of dental care. | have
recently noted that many of the new veterans applying are in their«at the time, he really couldn’t speak anymore, but he gave me this
40-50s and have served on foreign soil. big thumbs up,” Colt said. "For me, that was it. It's something I've

| am meeting Monday with the Carson '@ of theVeterans ~ 90ttodoatthispoint.”
Resource Center. They had some staff changes and are unaware of . ,
the Adopt a Vet Dental Program particulars and desire to be moreC!iff Romberger passed away in September of 2015.
informed so that may be able to advise veterans qualifying for the

program on how to get on the Waiting List. "In my heart, I'm doing this for dad, and in my heart I'm doing this

for all the other Vietnam veterans,” Colt said. "I'm a veteran
We will continue to process veterans from the list, placing them myself, and when you start a mission, yaish the mission."”
with a dentist as soon as possible. That has been our goal in the
four years we have been actively involved. | thank our Chapter He will startin Santa Monica, California in May of 2017, and end
members for their support and remind them, if they met a veteranin Washington D.C. During his ride, he wants to document talks
whoisin need of dental care, living inthis area, please give him my ith Vietnam veterans suffering from agent orange related
name, phone number and/or e-mail. diseases. Theride is expected to be about six months.

Colt also wants to raise money for his non-pr@rganization,
Expedition Orange, hitps://expeditionorange.org)j to help
veterans pay for bucket list activities. Riding a horse across the
country was one his father was not able to complete before his
death.

Brenda M. Horton "Knowing that I'm" nishing that last bucket list activity for him, he

Volunteer Case Cordinator would be very proud of me," Colt said.
775 883-6708 - bmhorton@charter.net The horse was donated by a farm in Missouri.



The heétow cewentarahdatdatesivithe therepxiceptfrChip@hajptenriddeeti
Brealtasisiadtiatioraidinligaysareteniativelantjsubieditaghange.
Date Event Location
SeptembeTBA Outreach
September 1 Chapter Meeting Carson City]
September 11 388 Summer SizBBQ Carson City
September 16 POW MIA Recognition Day TBA
September 17 BreakfasiVd Grandma Httig
September 17 & 18 Dayton Valley Days Dayton
October 6 Chapter Meeting Carson City
October 15 Breakfast\d Grandma Hattie
October 15 & 16 Outreach Walmart - Topsy
October 29 Nevada Day Parade Carson Cit
November 3 Chapter Meeting Carson City]
November 11 Veterans Day Parade Virginia City
November 19 Breakfa#tid Grandma Hattie
December Christmas Party TBA
December 1 Chapter Meeting Carson City
DecembeilTBA Christmas Shopping for
Families Walmart -Topsy Ln.
December 17 Wreaths Across America Fernley

Newda Poepartment of Veterans Services now offers ongline

VSOs to answer your behguestions! Simply go to:
http://www.veterans.nv.gov/form/ask-a-vso and complet|
form shown.

b the
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gs,
John MacBride  Sep. 1 Robert Talbert Oct. 1
Terry Burt Sep. 9 Bob Collins Oct. 2
Craig Timmerman Sep. 10  Bob Guernsey Oct. 7
Ln.  Jan Smith Sep. 12 Les Hubbard Oct. 7
Mike Billow Sep. 15  Tony Yarbrough Oct. 10
Darrol Brown Sep. 18  Kevin Howell Oct. 14
Tom Baker Sep. 22 Larry Knack Oct. 14
Jack McQuirk Sep. 26  John Hussong Oct. 16
Chet Alexander Oct. 20
Frank Reynolds Oct. 21
Don Bemis Oct. 25
Mike Moreland Oct. 29

SEPTEMBER FACTOI

The "rst American fatality in Vietham was Air Force

Technical Sergeant Richard B. Fitzgibbon, Jr., killed June
8, 1956. (His son, Marine Corps lance corporal Richard
Fitzgibbon 11l would be killed in action in Vietnam
September 7, 1965.




